
Traveller Cultures

Community Cohesion Programme

Celebrate Gypsy Roma Traveller History Month in June

workshops promoting the richness of Romani culture

The Hertfordshire Achievement of Refugees and Travellers Team (ARTT), in partnership with the Hertfordshire Music Service (HMS), have developed a Traveller Music and Culture Community Cohesion Programme for schools.

The programme is aimed at KS2, 3 and 4 and includes Romani music, dance, history, language and art The programme culminates in the production of a musical.

The aim of the programme is to build the capacity of schools to promote community cohesion by teaching young people about the richness of Traveller cultures. It also encourages a positive attitude towards difference in all the pupils, and a sense of belonging for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller pupils. 

Programme options:

A whole school assembly followed by a morning workshop with one class and an afternoon workshop with a second class (if required).

Alternatively, for a charge of £70, schools can book a Romani song and dance workshop leader to give a concert assembly and spend half a day at the school leading the workshop (£120 for a full day) .

For a charge of £200 a virtuoso violinist, Gundula Gruen, leader of The London Gypsy Orchestra offers a full day of music and workshops.
Please note: 
A  teacher and a TA will need to be present to support the workshops and will be 

asked to evaluate the programme’s impact.

          The hall with a sound system and media projector will be needed


  Schools can photograph and record the pupils music and dance and  ARTT will    provide an mp3 recorder and leave the recordings on your computer.

Follow-up lesson resources can be found on HGfL at:

http://www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/mecs/centres/traveller/resources/romani.shtml    

For further information or to book please contact Janice Frith on 01438-844904 
The Traveller Cultures Community Cohesion Programme aims to: 

· actively promote positive representations of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller (GRT) culture and heritage; 

Aiming High: Raising the Achievement of Gypsy Traveller Pupils, July 2003, recommends that schools and LEAs ensure that within the National Curriculum subjects, particularly Citizenship, every opportunity is taken to positively reflect the histories, cultures, languages and life-styles of people from Traveller backgrounds. A culturally relevant and affirming curriculum is important for all pupils:

 

“It is particularly important for children and young people from 

  

Gypsy Traveller backgrounds to see their culture, history, language

and values reflected in their school experience...This adds to the quality and accuracy of knowledge for all children.” 

A culturally relevant and affirming curriculum can improve attendance of pupils from GRT backgrounds.  

· enable pupils from GRT backgrounds to feel safe, settled, valued and   secure 

This project provides culturally familiar, relevant and motivating experiences to help pupils from GRT cultures develop a sense of belonging.  This can lead to decreased anxiety and increased confidence and motivation.  Such practice is recommended by the guidance document, ‘Creating an Inclusive Learning Culture’ in ‘Excellence and Enjoyment: learning and teaching for bilingual children in the primary years, Unit 3 DCSF 2006.’  

Parental education and aspirations influence the achievement of pupils from GRT cultures: 

“Some parents …do not appreciate the relevance of the secondary curriculum to their children’s future and see it as undermining their own values and aspirations for their children.”  

This programme counters this because parents from GRT backgrounds appreciate the fact that pupils are being taught about GRT cultures and heritages at school.

For the reasons outlined above, the programme will meet most of the aims of the ECM agenda.   The most relevant aims are:

· Be healthy - Mentally and emotionally healthy; 

· Stay safe - Safe from maltreatment, violence, safe from bullying and discrimination, safe from crime and  anti-social behaviour in and out of school;

· Enjoy and achieve  - Attend and enjoy school, achieve stretching national        educational standards at primary and secondary school.  Parents, carers and families support learning  
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